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Film Analysis & Criticism/Bonner


Ghost World (Terry Zwigoff, 2000; 111 minutes)

Screenplay: Daniel Clowes & Terry Zwigoff
Producer: Lianne Halfon, John Malkovich
Editor: Carole Kravetz, Michael Milller
Cinematography: Affonso Beato
Original Music: David Kitay
Costume: Mary Zophres

Cast:

Enid (Thora Birch)  

Rebecca (Scarlett Johansson)  

Seymour (Steve Buscemi)  

Josh (Brad Renfro)  

Roberta Allsworth (Illeana Douglas)  

Enid's Dad (Bob Balaban)  

Dana (Stacey Travis)  

Norman (Charles C. Stevenson Jr.)  

Doug (Dave Sheridan)  

Joe (Tom McGowan)  

Melora (Debra Azar)  

Sidewinder Boss (Brian George)  

John Ellis (Pat Healy)  
Maxine (Teri Garr)  (uncredited)
Abstract (adapted from IMDB.com): 

Set during the summer after their high school graduation, Enid and Rebecca are both outsiders in a world slowly being engulfed by fake 50's diners and Starbucks. Enid must attend an art class to officially graduate high school as Rebecca gets a job. When the two play a mean joke on an older, geeky record collector, Enid finds a fellow soul and begins to discover the complexities of becoming an adult in the modern world.

Questions for Discussion (for your journals, answer question #4):

1.  As you watch the film, look for motifs, parallelisms, and contrasts created among the characters, settings, colors, etc.

2.  How do the editing, camerawork, mise-en-scène, and narrative form of Ghost World compare to our other screened films: Chungking, Fresh, Punch Drunk, Lost? Others?
3.  How does ideology attempt to “interpellate” (hail as subjects) Enid and Rebecca in the film? The film often comically dismisses these attempted interpellations, or it highlights their successful recognition. Find examples.
4.  Describe three or more examples of Althusser’s ISAs in Ghost World. Are there examples of RSA intervention as well? Describe examples using terms. 
